Segmental bowel-wall thickening on abdominal ultrasonography: an additional diagnostic sign in Kawasaki disease.
Abdominal complaints are a frequent early feature of Kawasaki disease, an acute systemic febrile vasculitis of childhood. The only well known correlating morphological finding on abdominal US is gallbladder hydrops. We report two boys with Kawasaki disease who showed segmental thickening of the small-bowel wall on abdominal US. These changes are thought to result from bowel-wall oedema due to vasculitis of the supplying vessels. We conclude that in an acutely ill febrile child with the finding of segmental bowel-wall thickening on abdominal US, Kawasaki disease should be considered in the differential diagnosis. The search for gallbladder hydrops and segmental bowel-wall thickening on abdominal US may serve as an important diagnostic tool in Kawasaki disease, supporting early recognition and prompt treatment.